OHIO TOURISM MONTH SAMPLE NEWS RELEASE
[For release May 2008]
Sample News Release – Customize the sample news and distribute to your local media. Check back for an updated sample release containing top line State of Ohio Tourism Economic Impact Data unveiled during the Ohio Tourism Division’s Press Conference on May 13, 2008.
ORGANIZATION LOGO or LETTERHEAD
For Immediate Release

Contact: [full name, phone number, e-mail address]

[ORGANIZATION NAME] CELEBRATES OHIO TOURISM MONTH

[CITY NAME], Ohio (May [day], 2008) – [Organization name] celebrates Ohio Tourism Month with a variety of efforts to recognize the importance of tourism in Ohio and to kick off the peak travel season.
INSERT PARAGRAPH DESCRIBING YOUR ORGANIZATION’S LOCAL TOURISM EFFORTS TO CELEBRATE OHIO TOURISM MONTH. INCLUDE LOCAL ECONOMIC IMPACT NUMBERS AND TRAVEL INDUSTRY STATS.

INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING PARAGRAPH IF YOU WILL PARTICIPATE IN THE MAY 13, 2008, OHIO TOURISM CELEBRATION ON THE STATEHOUSE LAWN.

[Organization name] will participate in the Ohio Tourism Celebration hosted by the Ohio Tourism Division on the Statehouse lawn in Columbus, Ohio, on May 13, 2008. The event will feature more than 70 interactive tourism experiences and displays from the travel industry; mini concerts from some of the State’s best travel-related performing arts groups; and mascots from the State’s sports teams. [Organization name] will showcase [xyz products and xyz experiences]. Attendees also will enjoy close encounters with a Mid-Ohio racecar, Columbus Zoo animals, samples of Amish cheese and other Ohio food products, opportunities to win prizes from the Ohio Lottery Spin & Win Prize Wheel, the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame Guitar Hero contest and plenty more.
INSERT QUOTE FROM YOUR ORGANIZATION’S DIRECTOR OR SPOKESPERSON OR CUSTOMIZE THE FOLLOWING:
“Travelers are more interested than ever in getaways that are close to home and provide a chance to bond with family,” [name, title] said. “With a decrease in personal time, increases in the complexity of family life and the rising cost-of-living, visitors also require that vacations be value-oriented and easy to plan. Since Ohio is within a day’s drive of 60% of the United States population, [organization name] is able to fulfill these needs of travelers.”
Ohio Tourism Month is a celebratory launch promoting public awareness of the powerful economic, social, and cultural impacts of travel and tourism, which also marks the beginning of the peak travel season. Ohio Tourism Month, celebrated during May, is sponsored by the Ohio Department of Development’s Tourism Division. Ohio’s month-long celebration was inspired by the Travel Industry Association’s National Tourism Week, held annually in May (May 10-18, 2008).
INSERT SHORT PARAGRAPH ABOUT MISSION OF ORGANIZATION.

###
